THE MAN I KNEW

On July 9th (my birthday) Douglas arranged to take a
few days' leave* Alan Fletcher, his A.D.C, had very kindly
offered us the use of the small house that he and his wife,
Lady Theresa, had taken at Westgate. We had a most happy
time there, and found the house beautifully arranged for us.
As Douglas remarked to me, even sealing-wax, pencils,
paper and ruler were provided; but of course Alan Fletcher
knew exactly what my husband used in this respect We
played golf every afternoon, mostly at Sandwich, and in the
mornings we walked along the sea-front and watched the
bathers.

During this leave I had a letter from Colonel Wigram,
saying that for Imperial reasons it would be a good tWng if
Douglas were to see His Majesty whilst he was at home. I
showed the letter to Douglas, and he at once wired to
Wigram that if His Majesty wished to see him he would go
to London the next day. We had rather a difficult time, be-
cause Douglas had let his batman, Secrett, go away on leave,
and we were not quite sure where exactly Secrett had put his
uniform* I always remember searching high and low for his
things, but we succeeded eventually in getting him properly
turned out!

On his arrival at Buckingham Palace, Douglas was handed
a note from Colonel Fitzgerald, private secretary to Lord
Kitchener, saying that Lord Kitchener wanted Douglas to
lunch with him at York House. Douglas, however, had
promised to meet me at the Cavalry Club and knew that I
would be waiting there, so rather than fail me he arranged
to call on Lord IQtchener after lunch. His Majesty was very
kind to Douglas and thanked him for making this effort
to come to London. He then handed him the G.CJB. and
collar, saying that no one had more thoroughly earned the
honour* We had a very happy lunch together at the Cavalry
Club and then Douglas went for his interview with Lord
Kitchener, while I filled in the time by calling on my sister at
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